



Heaven and Hell Bible Study


The Three Heavens 
1. What are the three heavens described in the Bible, and how does the lesson distinguish 

between them?

2. Where is God's throne located, and what scriptural evidence supports this?

3. How is the second heaven described in Ephesians, and what spiritual beings are said to 

inhabit this realm?

4. What is the "sea of glass" mentioned as being between the second and third heavens?


The Underworld: Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, and Tartarus 
5. Before the cross, what were the two compartments of Sheol, and how are they 

described in the account of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16?

6. What is the difference between the terms Hades, Gehenna, and Tartarus?

7. What is Tartarus, and who is held there according to 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6?


Jesus’ Death and Resurrection: Changes to the Afterlife 
8. According to Ephesians 4:8, what happened to the souls in Abraham's Bosom after 

Jesus’ resurrection?

9. What does it mean that Jesus descended into hell? Did he experience suffering there?


Revelation 20-22 
10.What is the ultimate fate of unbelievers and the wicked dead after the final judgment? 

What is the glory that awaits believers? What does the Bible tell us about the new 
heaven and new earth?




 

Heaven and Hell Bible Study Answers


Heaven: The Three Heavens
1. What are the three heavens described in the Bible, and how does the lesson distinguish 

between them?   

The first heaven is our atmosphere, where birds and airplanes fly (Genesis 1:20). The 
second heaven is outer space, the realm of the stars and planets (Isaiah 13:10). The third 
heaven is the dwelling place of God, called the “heaven of heavens” (Deuteronomy 10:14). 
Paul refers to being caught up to the third heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2.

2. Where is God's throne located, and what scriptural evidence supports this?   

God's throne is in the third heaven, the heaven of heavens. Deuteronomy 10:14 says, 
“Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD’s thy God.” Paul describes 
being caught up to the third heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2. Jesus is said to sit at the right 
hand of God in the heavenly places (Ephesians 1:20).

3. How is the second heaven described in Ephesians, and what spiritual beings are said 

to inhabit this realm?   

The second heaven is described as the seat of Satan’s government and the abode of 
powers and principalities. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

4. What is the "sea of glass" mentioned as being between the second and third heavens?

The “sea of glass” is described as a separation between the second and third heavens. 
Revelation 4:6 says, “And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal,” and 
Revelation 15:2 describes it as “a sea of glass mingled with fire.”


The Underworld: Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, and Tartarus
5. Before the cross, what were the two compartments of Sheol, and how are they 

described in the account of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16?

Sheol had two compartments: Abraham’s bosom (a place of comfort for the righteous) 
and a place of torment for the unrighteous. In Luke 16:22-26, Lazarus is carried to 
Abraham’s bosom, while the rich man is in torment. A great gulf separates the two, 
making passage between them impossible.

6. What is the difference between the terms Hades, Gehenna, and Tartarus?

Hades is the Greek term for the place of the dead and corresponds to Sheol in Hebrew 
(Luke 16:23). Gehenna refers to the Lake of Fire, the final place of punishment for the 
wicked (Revelation 20:14-15). Tartarus is a special place where angels who sinned are 
held in chains until judgment (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6).




7. What is Tartarus, and who is said to be held there according to 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 
6?


Tartarus is the place where the angels who sinned are held in chains of darkness until 
judgment. 2 Peter 2:4 says, “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell [Tartarus], and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment.” Jude 6 says, “And the angels which kept not their first estate... he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”


Jesus’ Death and Resurrection: Changes to the Afterlife
8. According to Ephesians 4:8, what happened to the souls in Abraham's Bosom after 

Jesus’ resurrection?

After Jesus’ resurrection, He “led captivity captive,” meaning He emptied Abraham’s 
bosom and took the souls of the righteous to heaven. Ephesians 4:8 says, “When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.”

9. What does it mean that Jesus descended into hell? Did he experience suffering there?

Jesus descended into Sheol (Hades), specifically to the place of comfort (Abraham’s 
bosom or paradise), not the place of torment. He did not suffer there; His suffering ended 
on the cross when He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). Jesus told the thief on the cross, 
“Today you shall be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).


Revelation 20-22: Final Thoughts and Discussion
10.What is the ultimate fate of unbelievers and the wicked dead after the final 

judgment? What is the glory that awaits believers? What does the Bible tell us about 
the new heaven and new earth? 

After the final judgment, all the unrighteous will be cast into Gehenna, the Lake of Fire, 
for all eternity. Revelation 20:14-15 says, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.”

 
Believers will dwell with God in the new heaven and new earth, where there is no more 
curse, death, or night. Revelation 21:1-4 describes the new heaven, new earth, and New 
Jerusalem, where “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain.” Revelation 
22:1-5 describes the river of life, the tree of life, and the eternal reign of God’s servants. 
Isaiah 65:17 also prophesies, “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the 
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”
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